
Pasture lllanagetnent on a
Limited Budget

f / eeping horse Pastures in
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grain as well as Provide a healthY

and more natural environment for

performance and Pleasure horses.

However, pasture renovation takes

time and commitment and requires

up to as much as 2-Years advance
planning. The amount of moneY

needed for imProvement will

depend on the current state of the

existing pasture. The first step in the

process is to send soil samPles to

the local county extension agent to

determine which nutrients maY be

rate-limiting in the soil. Soil sample

kits are sent out bY the extension

service and will specify how to cor-

rectly sample soil in the pasture and

to what depth the samPles must be
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taken. Typically, the cost is less than

$10 per test. In Virginia and

Maryland, it can take uP to 10 daYs

to receive results through the exten-

sion services, although independent
labs with quicker turnaround times

are available. Low (acidic) soil pH

is corrected with lime, and nitrogen,
phosphorus, and potassium deficien-
cies are corrected with the use of the

appropriate fertilizers.
According to the MarYland

Cooperative Extension Service, if

no-till seeding is the Preferred
method for your fields, lime and fer-

tilizers can take tP to 6-24 months

to mix with the soil and correct PH
or nutrient deficiencies. Because

seedlings require Proper PH and

nutrients in the soil for growth,

seeding without proper fertilization
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Much more not l isted!
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